SPEECHES

feeble instrument for the expression of the growing
idea within us; it began to become an instrument
indeed. It began to become a power. How did this
new kind of association grow and to what objects
did it address itself? The movement was not planned
by any human brain, it was not foreseen by any
human foresight. It came of itself, it came, as a flood
comes, as a storm comes. There had been slow pre-
parations which we did not institute or understand.
These preparations were mainly among the young men?
the rising generation, the hope of India. There the
spirit first awoke. At first it was not what we would
call an association; it was only a temporary union of
young men for a temporary cause. They called them-
selves by a name which has since become terrible
to many of oui fi lends of the Anglo-Indian Press.
They called themselves volunteers. For what did
they volunteer? They volunteered for service to the
representatives of the nation who came together to
deliberate for the good of the people. This is how it
first came, as an idea of service, the idea of service
to those who worked for the motherland. Out of that
grew the idea of service to the Mother. That was the
first stage and the root from which it grew into our
political life. Then there was another stream which
rose elsewhere and joined the first. Our Anglo-Indian
brothers to whom we owe so much and in so many
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